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TO OUR READERS 

We regret that we were unable to 
afford to print this issue in color, as 
we did the October issue. With your 
support, we’ll resume color printing 
as soon as possible. Thanks to all 
who donated! 
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Government wages 
war against the poor 



The government is considering deep cuts in programs for the poor. 

PHOTO/Daymonjhartley.com 


President George Bush in a nationally 
televised speech in the aftermath of the 
Katrina catastrophe said “we have a 
duty to confront that poverty with bold 
action.” 

However, as the recovery effort un¬ 
folded, it became clear that what Bush 
meant by “bold action” was the govern¬ 
ment’s use of the Katrina tragedy to in¬ 
tensify its offensive against the poor. 
This was evident not only from the 
abandonment of poor people and their 
communities during evacuation and res¬ 
cue efforts, but also in the fashioning of 
the recovery and rebuilding process. 
Consider the facts. 

• The provisions of the Davis-Bacon 
Act which requires federal contractors 
to pay the average prevailing wage in 
the region were suspended. 

• The U.S. Labor Department suspend¬ 
ed requirements that contractors sub¬ 
mit affirmative action plans for the 
hiring of minorities, women and the 
disabled, 

• Federal rules requiring competitive 
bidding on federal contracts have been 
suspended in the hurricane ravaged 
area. Contracts worth hundreds of mil¬ 
lions have been granted by FEMA on 
a no bid basis to large corporations 
like Halliburton and Bechtel. 

Further, the Bush Administration and 
Congress — Democrats as well as Re¬ 
publicans — plan to cover much of the 
$200 billion cost of the Katrina rebuild¬ 
ing plan by expanding cuts in programs 
that the poor depend upon. Before Con¬ 


gress are proposals that would add an 
additional $20 to $50 billion in cuts to 
the $35 billion already proposed for the 
2006 federal budget. Some proposals 
call for as much as $20 billion in cuts of 
Medicaid, Medicare, and food stamp 
benefits. 

The government is even more ag¬ 
gressive in its defense of the $70 billion 
in tax cuts due in 2006 and targeted 
mainly for the corporations and the 
wealthiest Americans. Any proposal to 
rescind these cuts to help offset the cost 
of Katrina has been hooted down. 

The callousness of the government’s 
disregard for the impoverished victims 
of Katrina and the poor generally be¬ 
comes even more evident when some 
cold hard facts are taken into account. 

Between 2000 and 2004 official 
poverty grew by 5.4 million or to 37 
million people; 2.4 million or 44 per¬ 
cent of this growth in poverty occurred 
in the South. Over the same period the 
number of persons without health insur¬ 
ance coverage increased by 6 million to 
45.8 million people. 

In 2003, Mississippi, Louisiana and 
Alabama, the states that bore the brunt 
of Katrina’s fury, rank 3rd, 4th and 8th 
respectively in levels of poverty. But, 
household income in these states was 
47th (Louisiana),46th (Mississippi) and 
41st (Alabama). 

Over roughly the same period (2001- 
2004) Congress passed over $600 bil¬ 
lion in tax cuts, of which the lion’s 
share went to the largest corporations 


and those earning more than $288,000 
per year. The American people were 
told that the tax cuts would stimulate 
the economy, create jobs and signifi¬ 
cantly reduce poverty levels. They now 
know that the tax cuts actually con¬ 
tributed to the growth in poverty. 

The Katrina tragedy is teaching the 
people of this country some valuable 
lessons. One lesson is that this govern¬ 
ment is not the government of the peo¬ 
ple. Corporations are assuming direct 
control over government functions to 
maintain profits in a global market. This 
is why the government’s response to the 
devastation wrought by the storm has 
been to prepare the way for blatant 


profiteering by the corporations and the 
forced removal and relocation of the 
poor. 

Another lesson is that we can’t rely 
on the billionaires and those who de¬ 
fend capitalism to end poverty. The 
Democrats, for example, only call for 
an expansion of the earned income tax 
credit and a paltry increase in the mini¬ 
mum wage. Today, new technology is 
eliminating jobs. Under capitalism, if 
people do not work, they cannot eat. 
Katrina drives home that the people 
must organize themselves independent 
of the capitalists to create a new society 
whose wealth benefits all. 
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Getting off work in Detroit. Labor-replacing machinery is eliminating jobs worldwide, laying the basis for revolutionary change. 
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THE ECONOMIC CRISIS: 

It’s more than Katrina 


The ruling class is attempting to use 
the destruction brought about by Katri¬ 
na as a smoke screen to hide the real 
reasons for the continuing deterioration 
of the people’s living standards. Katri¬ 
na’s cost in human suffering is immea¬ 
surable — but clearly the politicians 
aren’t worried about that. The cost in 
material damage is in the neighborhood 
of $200 billion. 

That is a lot of money to take out of 
an economy. Yet the criminal war 
against Iraq has cost $201,418,920,955 
as we go to press and the cost is in¬ 
creasing by $1 billion a week. We have 
to look elsewhere for the reasons be¬ 
hind the economic crisis. 


The real reason — and workers know 
this instinctively — is the constantly 
falling value of labor power. It is falling 
because labor power is cheaper to pro¬ 
duce or at least cheaper to acquire. And 
why? Eventually, the price of anything 
on the market will fall to the value of 
the amount of socially necessary labor 
that goes into creating it. It might seem 
callous to talk about the cost of produc¬ 
ing a worker, but the capitalist class cal¬ 
culates it down to the penny. Cut down 
the amount of necessary labor to pro¬ 
duce it and you ultimately cut the mar¬ 
ket price. There is not a direct one to 
one relationship, but in the long run this 
is true. Labor replacing machinery — 


robotics, automation, whatever you 
may call it — is hitting the world’s 
working class hard and laying the foun¬ 
dations for a revolutionary change in 
society. 

An example of this is that world pro¬ 
ductivity has risen 70 percent since 
1973, while wages have risen 13 percent. 
It is cheaper to produce a worker today. 

The electronics that produced robot¬ 
ics also produced a global labor market. 
The former Soviet Union, India and 
China entering that global market has 
doubled the global work force with 
practically no increase in capital. At the 
same time, advancing technology is 
constantly cutting the demand for labor. 


The growing labor supply and the low¬ 
ering of the demand for labor can have 
only one result — the often referred to 
“race to the bottom.” It also means the 
political strengthening of capital and a 
corresponding weakening of the politi¬ 
cal clout of the workers. 

The process is deep in the so-called 
developing countries and is becoming 
clear in America. For example, last 
year’s real wages fell at the fastest rate 
in 14 years. Employment for young 
workers in the age bracket of 20 to 24 
years old fell from 72.2 percent to 67.9 
percent. Katrina caused none of this. 

The outlines of the developing crisis 
are clear for all to see. Are we to sink 
deeper and deeper hoping for some 
good capitalist to lead us out of this im¬ 
pending crisis? They’re the ones who 
created it. If we, the people do not inter¬ 
vene it is going to go from bad to worse. 

The people of New Orleans must first 
visualize what kind of a city they want 
to rebuild before they can fight for it. In 
a like manner, the people must first vi¬ 
sualize what kind of a country they 
want before they can effectively fight 
against this looming catastrophe. A 
competitive economy and private prop¬ 
erty brought us into this mess — we 
cannot visualize it getting us out. The 
alternative is a cooperative society 
based on public ownership of the giant 
corporations. The people must visualize 
it, and then fight like hell for it. 

The government cannot hide behind 
Katrina. That hurricane was terrible. 
Global capitalism is worse. 
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Performing 
the Gospel 
Life in 
Response 
to the Cry 
of the Poor 


BY EDUARD THE AGITATOR LORING 

OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY--ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

www.opendoorcommunity.org 

There we were standing, singing, shouting in the 
middle of downtown Atlanta in Woodruff Park. The 
Mayor had sent word that she did not allow people to 
feed the hungry in Atlanta parks. A new law? No, an 
executive order. So here we were in a basic conflict in 
the heartlessness of so many American cities. The 
powers that be say “No” to the presence of the poor 
and the hungry in the tourist and business districts. 
The power and love of God in Jesus Christ says feed 
the hungry wherever you hear the cry of hunger, 
whenever you see the human anguish created by a 
system that oppresses, that refuses to pay a minimum 
wage that is a living wage. 



Feeding the homeless at City Hall. 
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Eduard Loring, one of the Resurrection Seven arrested for protesting Atlanta’s panhandling 
ordinance, celebrates after the charges are dropped. photo/calvin kimbrough 


So, obedient to the God of liberation we continued 
to unfold our tables and set up our outdoor dining 
room in the midst and flurry of noontime Atlanta. The 
police came, then two representatives from Mayor 
Shirley Franklin’s office arrived, ties too tight, wing 
tips tipping. “Do you have a permit?”, one asked. 
“Yes”, I replied, opening my Bible to Isaiah 58: “The 
kind of fasting I want is this: remove the chains of op¬ 
pression and the yoke of injustice, and let the op¬ 
pressed go free. Share your food with the hungry and 
open your homes to the homeless poor. Give clothes 
to those who have nothing to wear, and do not refuse 
to help your own relatives.” (Good News Bible, 1992) 

We are working to overturn the system that creates 
hunger and grows obese on the poverty of the poor 
while waging war in Iraq. God shouts for justice and 
calls her Radical Remnant to the fore for a revolution 
of values and a new society in the shell of the old. 

Christianity, for the most part has gone sour, like 
milk trapped in a refrigerator in New Orleans. Chris¬ 
tianity as we know it in the mainline churches is bull 
pedookey. The Church of the American Way of Life 
became the church of the well to do and now with the 
rise of the Bush Dynasty the church has become the 
Homeland Church. The fire of the Black Liberation 
Movement in Christianity from Nat Turner (1831) to 
Jesse Jackson has been banked by the likes of Bishop 
Eddie Long whose Republican congregation of 94.2% 
African Americans follow his heretical Gospel of 
Prosperity while he drives through the gentrifying 
Black ghettoes of Atlanta in his $350,000 Bentley au¬ 
tomobile. The Homeland Church of the whites has 
been despoiled from the start. The right to kill and 
take the land of the Native Americans was based upon 
a murderous ethic of white European superiority and 
the only true Biblical people. Their warrior God said 
loud and clear: Kill the natives; take the land for my 
glory which is your glory. Then the Prince of Peace, 
Jesus, The Human One, was turned into a pro-slavery 
God more like Mars than any Hebrew character. The 
Christian justification of slavery continues to mar the 
Homeland Church as it dehumanizes Lesbians and 


Gays, fights to keep the minimum wage below a liv¬ 
ing wage, and stands for war against the so-called en¬ 
emies of the American Empire. A clear way to 
identify a Homeland Church is that most of them dis¬ 
play an American Flag in the sanctuary and a Coke or 
Pepsi machine in the fellowship hall. 

But there has always been, and is increasingly today, 
a Radical Remnant within the Body of Jesus Christ. We 
are Radical Remnants, wild and fiery, committed and 
politically engaged against the domination systems of 
war, capitalism, prison industries, oppression of women 
and the belittling of homosexuals. We live on the mar¬ 
gins, like Jesus Christ, like Peter Waldo (d. 1209). 

We live with the homeless and the prisoner. We 
choose life abundant and the Works of Mercy, and the 
long haul life demanding justice which is rooted in 
equality, freedom, enough for all and the Democratic 
process of government and decision making. Actually, 
most of us are socialists, children of Jesus the Jew and 
Karl Marx with hearts and eyes formed by singer-song 
writers, poets, arts, and lovers whose passion is for the 
common good and the body politic. 

At the center of our performance of the Gospel Life 
stands the Cross. The cross was the Roman instrument 
of torture and execution: a political expression of terror 
against dominated people. When Jesus says “pick up 
your cross” he means that we are to live a life so full of 
love and resistance that the Empire will scorn, perse¬ 
cute, jail, and even kill us for our abundant life for oth¬ 
ers. We must be in the streets, city hall, state 
legislatures, wherever power is exercised in an unjust 
way. The means to peace is the struggle for justice. 

The nonviolent God and the barn-born donkey-rid¬ 
ing Prince of Peace is on the side of the poor. Demon¬ 
strating, worshipping, fasting and feasting, raising hell 
in order to get to heaven, one finds this God and this 
Gospel in the lives of the poor in and out of prison. 
We hear this God in the cry of the poor. We touch this 
God when we touch the oppressed and marginalized. 
Jesus calls us to a new way of life inside the American 
Empire. Won’t you pick up your cross today and come 
along with us? 






















Government bureaucracy affecting 
humanitarian efforts to save Katrina victims 


BY ADRIAN C. GARCIA 


I went to Covington, LA, two weeks after 
Hurricane Katrina struck, to investigate a spe¬ 
cific organization’s endeavor to bring aid and 
supplies to the victims of Hurricane Katrina. 
The organization we were connecting with 
was called Veterans for Peace (VFP). We 
were informed that they set up a relief camp 
in Covington for the same reasons that many 
other US citizens were going to the affected 
areas of Hurricane Katrina. They could no 
longer sit back and do nothing as the death 
toll was rising as emergency relief crews 
could not handle the magnitude of the de¬ 
struction caused by the hurricane. They knew 
their help was needed by hundreds of families 
as national news stations and newspapers re¬ 
ported that government agencies were nearly 
invisible during this crisis. 

By the time we met the camp, around 150 
volunteers arrived by car, SUV, and two, bio 
diesel veggie-powered school busses. In less 
than one week, close to $500,000 was raised 
along with stockpiles of food, water, and oth¬ 
er donations, in response to Michael Moore’s 
pleas on his website. This was only the begin¬ 
ning of an effort created by people with a de¬ 
sire to help. The movement continued to 
snowball day after day. 

Everyday people continued to arrive with 
donations. It was evident that people across 
the United States wanted to help in some way. 
As this movement was growing the public 
was becoming aware of it via the Internet and 
other alternative media sources. There was no 
way to cover up a very organized, and grow¬ 


ing relief endeavor involving anti-war veter¬ 
ans, and US citizens who wanted help. 

However, that didn’t stop local police and 
the US National Guard from exercising their 
force to defuse this movement and others sim¬ 
ilar to it. In an attempt to discourage us from 
finding the VFP camp, a local police officer 
fed us many stories about the organization’s 
credibility. One of his stories was that the FBI 
is investigating VFP for fraud. Meanwhile, 
Veterans for Peace was being harassed from 
state agencies such as the police, and even 
from local businesses and the community. 
Why would police and the military harass an 
organization and people who traveled thou¬ 
sands of miles to lend a hand to the exhausted 
relief government organizations? Why isn’t 
their help welcome? These were all questions 
being asked by the volunteers. 

When you have a situation as chaotic as the 
one created by the hurricane, then no wonder 
why the government would want to cover up 
the truth. It would be a destructive mistake by 
the government to expose to the country its 
inefficiency at yet another disaster and their 
lack of concern for the poor. As the most pow¬ 
erful country in the world, the government 
does not want to be perceived as not having 
the situation under control. By allowing inde¬ 
pendent, progressive organizations like Veter¬ 
ans for Peace to provide assistance they are 
telling the world that they have failed. Is any 
reputation worth the lives of thousands of in¬ 
nocent people? 

Altogether, we visited five cities within Jef¬ 
ferson Parish - Bridge City, Weswego, Mar- 
erro, Harvey, and Algiers. 

Continued on page 6 



Adrian Garcia helping out in Louisiana. 
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Cover 100% 
of the need 
for 100% of 
the people 

BY JAN LIGHTFOOTTLANE 

What is the number one cause of hu¬ 
mans not making enough to pay a cheap 
rent? It’s poverty, compounded with 
human greed. Poverty is caused by the 
general public attitudes. It’s the atti¬ 
tudes of the haves from which springs 
human lack. 

From the time of the caveman it’s a 
stance of society, which says it’s fine to in¬ 
adequately pay workers. That is the mind 
set which causes 15%-25% of the popula¬ 
tion to be paid less than the cost to live. 

Even the lower half of society — the 


so called middle class, people making 
$65,000 a year, cannot afford emergen¬ 
cies. If they have a civil wrong commit¬ 
ted against them, they often cannot 
afford to hire a lawyer. Too often the real 
middle classes can not even afford to be 
sick. Their insurances, if they are lucky 
enough to have any, seldom pay enough 
to both pay the rent, and buy groceries. 

As the founder of Hospitality House 
Inc., I wonder if any groups out there in 
the USA or abroad are addressing the 
beliefs which cause human lack? Is 
anyone besides us trying to make it 
known the economic “Safety Net” is 
BROKEN? Americans of all incomes 
believe those in crisis will be given 
enough to tide them over. That help will 
be handed out as easy as if they were 
Kleenex’s. Yet only 2/3 of those in 
need who are sick or who job run away 
to a third world country, are helped. 
Then its only 2/3 of the amount re¬ 
quired to survive. 

With the inflated prices of rents, people 
on welfare, or working for a dollar an 
hour over minimum wages must work 


for the better part of three weeks to pay 
the $700 one room rent. 

When people on welfare, or other, 
forms of assistance reach out to supple¬ 
ment their inadequate income, they can 
be convicted of fraud. Instead of ad¬ 
dressing the causes of the offense; the 
underpaid people themselves are called 
“cheats and scoundrels.” 

Most Americans don’t know how 
bad life is for 55 million Americans un¬ 
til they must rely upon the broken sys¬ 
tem themselves. Then they learn 
firsthand, the help they seek — rarely 
flows like tissues. 

It’s time for LOVE. It’s time our so¬ 
ciety calls for covering 100% of the hu¬ 
man need. And that’s for 100% of the 
people in need. With our culture assist¬ 
ing only up to 2/3 of those who qualify 
for aid, leaves the neediest bickering 
like unfriendly dogs and cats. 

Of course the “haves” need not worry 
when the have NOTS fight amongst our 
selves. It would cost 1% of the world 
resources, wisely spent to end world 
hunger, and poverty. But then think of 


what millionaires, and billionaires must 
release. That 1% of their income could 
mean they lose one of their seven hous¬ 
es. In my personal line of thinking 
“there is not a thing wrong with mil¬ 
lionaires, but only after everyone is fed 
and has a bed.” 

Again I ask does anyone out there 
know of any groups fighting to show 
where comfortable myths fall short, then 
battle to change attitudes of the “haves”? 
Please let me know. If you know of indi¬ 
viduals who are open to volunteer in that 
trend, have them contact us in Maine. 
Our efforts are national. 

We not only want a livable income 
we want a profit which is fair, rather 
than what our country has now: A prof¬ 
it built on all it can rake in from people. 
Or what the market can bear. We want 
people who can offer computer wiz¬ 
ardry, or media coverage. Schools 
which will have in guest speakers, and 
people who can donate to ending poverty. 
Write: Hospitality House Inc., PO Box 
62, Hinckley ME. 04944 USA 

Jan LightfoottLane, 1-800-438-3890. 
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Fresno mobilizes on National 
Day Against Police Brutality 


BY GLORIA AND 
SALVADOR SANDOVAL 


On Saturday October 22, the 10th Na¬ 
tional Day Against Police Brutality local 
mobilization was held in Fresno, Cali¬ 
fornia. Sponsored by the National Ac¬ 
tion Network and Comite No Nos 
Vamos, the vigil and march honored 
those slain at the hands of police in Fres¬ 
no and nearby San Joaquin Valley cities. 

As noted on the flyer distributed at the 
event, Fresno alone has 3.85 justifiable 
police homicides per year, over six times 
the per-capita national average. A black 
person in Fresno has over 2.5 times the 
chance of being killed by a Fresno Police 
officer than does a white person. 

According to the Drug-Rehabs.org 
site, since July 2001 law enforcement 
officers in Fresno, Tulare, Kings, and 



Part of the roster of the dead. 
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Madera counties have killed 25 people 
in 45 separate shootings. Two of the 
dead were women. Of the 25 killed, one 
was Asian, three were African-Ameri¬ 
can, seven were white, and 14 were 
Hispanic (www.drug-rehabs.org/con- 
tent. php?cid=936&state=California). 
Some discrepancy as to the actual fig¬ 
ures exists. The flyer distributed at the 
event was likely more current. It listed 
37 killed, including 3 women, 3 Asians, 
21 Spanish sur-named in Fresno and, 
Madera, Tulare, and Lindsay. 

From a talking circle blessed by 
burning sage and directed by Gloria 
Hernandez, survivors of victims hon¬ 
ored their fallen in both English and 
Spanish. Among several survivors was 
the family of Everardo Torres who was 
shot in a police car by a police officer 
who said she mistook her service re¬ 
volver for a taser gun. Others testified 
as to near brushes with death by rela¬ 
tives or themselves personally. Lizette 
Perez talked about the horror of seeing 
her minor brother with a police gun 
held to his head. Joe Estrada showed 
pictures of his black and blue face after 
being beaten by police who were called 
by his own daughter after a disagree¬ 
ment. Laura Brady testified as to how 
her husband was man handled over a 
traffic ticket. Bernabe Santillan, with 
his arm still in a sling stated following 
surgery; “I’m one of those people who 
didn’t believe it went on until it hap¬ 
pened to me. I’m here to say that it 
does go on.” 


and blue. 


From the Eaton Plaza the 
group marched past the po¬ 
lice department to the jail 
chanting and renewing 
their call for an indepen¬ 
dent police auditor. (IPA) 

The anniversary com¬ 
memoration comes at a 
time that Fresno city is 
rocked by allegations of ex¬ 
cessive force by police offi¬ 
cers. Three police officers 
were recently placed on ad¬ 
ministrative leave pending 
an investigation of the 
Rolando Gasca Celdon 
case, including for alleged¬ 
ly offering hush money to 
not file charges. The police 
department and city suffered a black eye 
earlier this year in the felony charges 
against 11 year old Maribel Cuevas for a 
rock throwing incident. 

It is no accident that Fresno was re¬ 
cently cited as having the nation’s high¬ 
est density of poverty for an urban area. 
Poverty, declining living standards, and 
police brutality seem to go together. 
With high school drop out rates, high 
unemployment, increasing homeless¬ 
ness, and deteriorating health condi¬ 
tions, it seems that all that is being 
offered is more police repressions and 
more prisons. 

As National Action Network Presi¬ 
dent Floyd Harris, under the leadership 
of Rev. A1 Sharpton in New York, 
states: “it’s time for people that have 



A police beating left this man’s face black 
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something in common to come togeth¬ 
er.” He and other members of the Fres¬ 
no community have been struggling 
tirelessly to establish an independent 
police auditor position, something that 
is being blocked by Police Chief Jerry 
Dyer. This is an important and neces¬ 
sary step in redirecting local and other 
levels of government to meet the pub¬ 
lic’s true needs. “To protect and to 
serve” shouldn’t be just for the wealthy 
and well connected. 

Other City Council members who 
block the IPA include: 

1. Brian Calhoun, District 2 

2. Mike Dages, District 5 

3. Jerry Duncan, District 6 

4. Henry Perea, District 7 

5. Larry Westland District 4 


Government bureaucracy affecting humanitarian efforts to save Katrina victims 

Continued from page 5 


While in these communities, I learned that people 
still had not seen any personnel from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) or the Red 
Cross since the hurricane (that’s two weeks). Those 
who were lucky enough to have contact with relief or¬ 
ganizations reported that relief workers told them they 
would return in a few days. Two weeks later, and they 
still had not returned. We were the first assistance for 
many people since Hurricane Katrina struck. The two 
supplies we could not offer but were very needed were 
medicine and money. 

Steve Crane, a father of three, is diabetic. Since the 
hurricane he has been without insulin because there 
was no way he could store it at a cool temperature 
since the electricity went out. William Garcia is a vet¬ 
eran and has a heart condition that requires medica¬ 
tion. He has also been without his heart medication 
since the hurricane. Theresa Rodriguez and her family 
have been living on very little money since before the 
hurricane. A check her family was waiting on never 
arrived in the mail so they couldn’t evacuate to anoth¬ 
er city. Her family is just one of the millions of un¬ 
documented families in Louisiana. Their illegal status, 
here in the US, has prevented and deterred them from 
registering with FEMA in order to collect financial as¬ 
sistance as victims of the hurricane. There are millions 
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of immigrant families who are in this same situation. 
US laws prevent them from collecting assistance. Is 
that really fair when they are working and paying tax¬ 
es like everyone else? 

Assistance should go to everyone because they are 
human beings, not because they are citizens. There are 
few programs that are assisting immigrant families but 
it means exposing your identity, and the relief is very 
limited. The only way some immigrants have been 
able to survive is by working for contracted compa¬ 
nies like Halliburton who have been cleaning up the 
debris from the hurricane. 

Lyonel Nelson, who lives in Marrerro, says they are 
being treated like criminals. Although he is not speak¬ 
ing specifically of immigrants, they can still be used 
as an example of his statement. The fact that they do 
not have full rights in the US has probably never been 
as evident as now. In a time of their utmost need they 
are being more marginalized by not receiving the 
same assistance as their neighbors. Mr. Nelson is ac¬ 
tually speaking of the population as a whole in his 
statement of being treated like criminals. This is be¬ 
cause of the military presence and actions. While we 
were there, the city was under martial law. His neigh¬ 
bors were also beat up in front of his house by military 
police. The National Guard patrolled the city by foot 


armed with M-16s and in small convoys of Hum-Vs; 
they set up roadblocks in certain neighborhoods (coin¬ 
cidentally in what appeared to be wealthier communi¬ 
ties) and on specific highways. They even set up 
temporary military bases right off of main streets in 
parking lots of shopping centers and stores. Through¬ 
out the day you could also see military helicopters fly¬ 
ing above the city. 

Why were there more military personnel present 
than relief workers? Would the response look differ¬ 
ent if the hurricane occurred in a wealthier area than 
the South? 

People I spoke with felt that the slow response or 
lack of was because the majority of the south is poor. 
It wasn’t because of ethnic racism. Both African- 
Americans and Caucasians said it was “racism against 
the poor.” So why were the media trying to spin off 
the race question? 

This is just another tactic to keep the lower class 
divided along the lines of race. Until the lower and 
middle classes start uniting along the lines of class in¬ 
stead of race, then we will always remain divided as 
small, powerless groups. The future must look for an¬ 
swers outside of the box to create a government that 
will not discriminate against the poor and will serve 
all of humanity. 




With an elephant in the room (Hurricane Delphi), 
UAW bargains new agreement with GM 



GM CEO Richard Wagoner. 
WHY IS THIS MAN SMILING? 


BY PEOPLE'S TRIBUNE STAFF 

Maintaining that the UAW DID NOT open the 
National Agreement but DID renegotiate side is¬ 
sues, UAW President Ron Gettelfinger recently 
announced cuts in health care benefits affecting 
both active and retired GM employees. Before the 
talks began some weeks ago, Brother Gettelfinger 
vowed that retirees health care would not be 
touched. 

This position was wholeheartedly embraced, 
since most retiree health issues are directly related 
to the work and work environment in GM facto¬ 
ries. This promise was short-lived after the UAW 
commissioned a study which found that GM 
“needed” some relief from their health care oblig¬ 
ations. Active employees will forego future raises 
amounting to approximately $1 per hour per work¬ 
er and rising over time. Retirees will now be re¬ 
quired to pay up to $752 per year to receive health 
care coverage, compared to before when there was 
no such fees. Both active and retired workers will 
be charged $10 co-pay for prescription drugs (up 
from $5). The membership must vote to approve 
these changes. 

Retirees, however, will not be allowed to vote. 
So far the changes are receiving mixed reviews. 
Compared to Delphi demands, it could look as 
though it’s not a bad deal. For example, some 
workers who were ready to vote NO are now say- 
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On Rosa Parks 


FROM THE EDITORS 

The editorial board of the People’s Tribune 
joins the millions of Americans in expressing 
our condolences over the passing of Ms. Rosa 
Parks, whose defiance of the segregation laws 
led to the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott 
and the formation of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. 

There is no need here to recount this brave 
woman’s role in the struggle for African 
American equality. The national media is do¬ 
ing that. 

The ruling class makes icons out of leading 
individuals from the oppressed class. They do 
this in order to hide and distort the role of the 
masses and the actual situation that allowed 
such outstanding individuals to step forward. We revolutionar¬ 
ies must constantly assert that leading individuals act within a 
certain political, economic and historic context. It is necessary 
to point out the factors that made their individual contributions 
possible. The fight for civil and equal rights was reasserted in 
1945 as a million Black veterans returned to civilian life. First 
class soldiers, they were not willing to go back to second-class 
citizenship. They were the primary driving force in the devel¬ 
oping struggle for African American equality. Secondly, the 
mechanization of southern agriculture destroyed the economic 
rationale for American apartheid. By driving millions from 
their scattered farms into the inner cities it created a new polit¬ 
ical force. Third, the Socialist bloc was using the brutal op¬ 
pression of the African Americans to disprove the U.S. State 
Department’s propaganda about American democracy. The 



colored colonial world was well 
aware of each lynching and act 
of oppression. New economic, 
political and social factors made 
what was impossible in 1940 
possible in 1955. The heroic Ms. 
Parks was one of the flames that 
ignited the powder keg. 

The goals of the Civil Rights 
movement have basically been 
achieved in the legal sphere. 
However, those who were op¬ 
pressed because they were 
Black and poor are now op¬ 
pressed because they are poor 
and Black. The lower class 
gained very little from the 
movement. They are restless and 
demanding change. 

Again new economic, political 

and social factors are coalescing to create the conditions for a 
new movement and for new leaders to step forth. Electronic pro¬ 
duction and communications has created a global economy and 
a global working class. The ongoing decline of economic 
bribery and living standards of the American white workers are 
creating conditions for working class unity. The polarization of 
wealth and poverty in every country is laying the foundation for 
a sharp downturn in the world economy. The possibility of a po¬ 
litical crisis is plain to see. The factors to create a massive move¬ 
ment are falling into place. Again, as in 1955, vision and 
organization to achieve it are the subjective factors that need be 
added by the revolutionaries. The only fitting tribute to Ms. 

Rosa Parks is for those revolutionaries to step forward, unite 
around the demands of the new class of poor and form the 
movement for their liberation. 


Rosa Parks is fingerprinted the day of 
her arrest. 
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ing it’s not as bad as they thought it was going to be 
and they might vote for it. Others are postponing 
their retirement for fear they may end up losing 
more benefits in the future. Still others, like some 
retirees, feel betrayed; when they signed their re¬ 
tirement papers, they had a contract with the com¬ 
pany that should not be violated. The UAW is now 
in federal court to enforce the changes making it 
virtually impossible for retirees to sue. 

DELPHI, CHRYSLER, FORD AND 

GOD KNOWS WHO ELSE STAND IN LINE: ‘ME TOO’ 

Delphi Corporation, which was spun off from 
GM in 1999, was clearly the elephant in the room 
as talks took place to reduce health care with GM. 
Playing hardball, CEO Steve Miller of Delphi has 
made no secret of the fact that they expect the 
UAW, the IUEW and the Steelworkers Union to 
copy Delphi salary workers health care package, 
which was changed earlier this year. The health 
care package for them is once you reach age 65 
and are eligible for Medicare, your health care 
coverage ends at Delphi. The fact that the UAW 
has given concessions to GM has only embold¬ 
ened Delphi. Now before GM workers have even 
learned all the details of the new changes, CEO 
Miller has again proposed Draconian changes in 
union contracts ($10 per hour wages, slashing 
health care, etc.) affecting UAW as well as IEW 
members at Delphi plants. Ford and Chrysler are 
standing in line and can’t 
wait for the provisions to be¬ 
come official for their turn to 
get in on contract goodies. 

General Motors, one of 
the largest corporations in 
the world, is now wrestling 
concessions from active 
workers and has taken the 
unprecedented step of re¬ 
vamping retirees benefits. 
Delphi, the largest auto sup¬ 
plier in the world, has lever¬ 
aged their pursuit of 
“competitive” wages and 
benefits by filing bankruptcy. 
There are those of us who 
understand that if these two 
behemoth corporations can 
do it, no worker anywhere 
will go untouched by these 
smashing of long-standing 
standard of living and quality 
of life issues. GM CEO 
Richard Wagoner called the 
agreement with GM “his¬ 
toric.” Why?? Because he 
knows if it passes this is a 
tactical victory for GM and 
the class of “HAVES” that 
they represent. On the other 
hand, if the agreement pass¬ 
es, it will be a tactical set¬ 
back for the class of “HAVE 
NOTS” which we as auto 
workers are joining every¬ 
day. 
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“We’re Number What?” 

If you want a long life, you'd better get out of the country - 
or dig in your heels and fight for national health insurance 


BY DAVE RANSOM 


Want to live long? Want your kids to? Then you 
better get out of the country. Better move to some 
place like ... well, how about Chile? Singapore? 
Greece? The United Arab Emirates? 

People in all those countries live longer than us in 
the United States. Actually, “We’re Number One!” 
is pretty much a dead slogan in the good ole USA. 
As a recent UN report shows, at 77.4 years, we're 
number 29 in longevity, wedged between Ireland 
(77.7) and Cuba (77.3). That’s a function of our 
health care. 

What we're number one on is paying for health 
care. We're way ahead on that. Of course, the insur¬ 
ance companies, the HMO chains, and the drug 
companies take a good deal of that money. Ireland 
and Cuba and the rest have cut out the middle man. 

And don’t forget that, despite the U.S. embargo 
on selling medical supplies to Cuba, its medical care 
has been getting better while ours has been getting 
worse. So it won’t be long before we're number 30 
and Cuba’s 29. “Live longer! Move to Cuba!” Won’t 
that slogan bum up the powers that be. 

FIVE YEARS BACK 

Also don't forget that these longevity numbers are 
averages. While most people in Cuba live at pretty 


much the same level — in food, housing, health care 
— people in the U.S. live at great extremes, from 
mansions and fancy restaurants to soup kitchens and 
sleeping in the dumpster. So it wouldn’t be surpris¬ 
ing to find out that a lot more people die at an earli¬ 
er age in the U.S. than in Cuba. 

But wait! They’re always telling us we have “the 
best health care in the world”! That may be true. But 
for who? Not long ago, the Wall Street Journal ran 
an article urging its readers not to forget to hire a 
private nurse when they go to the hospital. Staff 
nurses are too overworked to give the kind of care 
they're trained to give. Bring your own nurse. 

You got bucks for that? You even got health 
insurance? 

So, as Number 29 in long life, just how far back are 
we on the list. Almost five years back. Japan is num¬ 
ber one (82 years), Hong Kong number two (81.6), 
Iceland number three (80.7). Heck, you get almost 
three more years just by moving to Canada (80), 
where everybody gets a national health insurance. 

Whoops! National health insurance? That's bad 
for you, say the powers that be — bad for your 
morals, bad for your health. I dunno — Canada’ s 
three extra years look pretty good to me. 

DIG YOUR HEELS IN 

And, guess what, in Canada you don’t have to use 
those three years filling out insurance forms. All you 


do is take the card out of your pocket and give it to 
the receptionist. No co-pay. No paperwork! Extra 
time for (pick one) reading, sleeping, making love, 
watching a) football, b) figure skating. 

As you probably have realized, “We’re Number 
29!” was not front-page news when the United Na¬ 
tions released its yearly rankings in early September. 
Not a good number to have coming out at the same 
time angry Americans were pumping water out of 
New Orleans and carrying dead bodies out of the 
hospitals and nursing homes there. 

And speaking of folks who are going through a 
major catastrophe, you know who's gonna get na¬ 
tional health insurance? The Iraqis. They wrote it 
into their new constitution. They made it a constitu¬ 
tional right. And if the U.S. advisors overseeing the 
process raised objections, that didn’t make the pa¬ 
pers either. Of course, Iraq had national health in¬ 
surance as a right before the U.S. invaded. 

So, for a long, healthy life maybe you better get 
out of the country. Of course, there's an alternative 
to doing that — to moving to Canada, Iraq, or Cuba. 
And that’s to stay right here, dig your heels in, take 
a stand, and fight national health insurance right 
here in the USA. And win! Why not? Be a hero in 
your own time 



Striking nurses in Lansing, Ml in October. At left is RN Barb Tatroe, an emergency room nurse with 25 years seniority. At right is RN Meredith 
Wheelock, 34, who works in the birthing center at Ingham Regional Medical Center in Lansing. She has been there for 12 years and is with her son 
Wesley. The main issue in their strike was around inadequate staffing with nurses wanting better nurse-patient ratios. They also are seeking a better 

pension plan. PHOTOS/daymonjhartley.com 
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Nurses call for RNs to step forward in 
the struggle for quality, universal health care 



Top left: Diane Ellis. Top right: Trande Phillips. At bottom, nurses from Illinois and California who are part of 
a national tour urging nurses to help build the movement for access to good health care. Third from right is 
III. State Rep. Mary Flowers. nLJ ^ o; ,, 
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BY BOB LEE 


CHICAGO - Several dozen Chicago 
nurses gathered at a hotel here Oct. 14 to 
hear local and national representatives of 
the National Nurses Organizing Commit¬ 
tee (NNOC) call for registered nurses to 
step forward across the country to help 
build and lead a movement “to change 
the face of health care in this country.” 

The speakers included Trande Phillips, 
a working nurse who is a member of the 
board of directors of the California Nurs¬ 
es Association (CNA). The NNOC origi¬ 
nated as an initiative of the CNA, Phillips 
told the People's Tribune. She said Cali¬ 
fornia nurses had fought for and won re¬ 
forms in California, such as nurse-patient 
ratios, designed to guarantee better care 
for patients, but the nurses realized that 
those reforms could eventually be under¬ 
mined if they were not extended to the 
entire country. California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s recent attempts to 
strike down nurse-patient ratios made the 
need for a national organizing effort all 
the more clear, said Phillips. 

The NNOC is trying to organize 
nurses at hospitals in a number of states, 
including Illinois, where it won an elec¬ 
tion to represent nurses at Stroger Hos¬ 
pital of Cook County in Chicago earlier 
this year. Phillips said the national tour 
she is part of is “going to different 
cities, doing outreach to meet the staff 
nurses in those communities. We’re 
proud of being patient advocates, fight¬ 
ing for better staffing, fighting for fam¬ 
ilies being able to get the care they 
need. And we’re telling nurses that 
rather than just talking amongst your¬ 
selves and being so frustrated, we need 
a committed core of nurses across the 
country that will fight for these issues. 
And from that base group of people we 
can begin to grow. 

“We’re trying to make nurses under¬ 
stand you’re respected and listened to, 
you’re decision makers and you can 
make a difference,” she said. “This 
committed core across the country is 
going to change the face of health care 
and make registered nurses the people 
they should be. We’re respected, now 
we need to be the spokesperson for the 
public.” 

Phillips added: “We’ve had an in¬ 
credible response. We have thousands 
of nurses across the country that have 
joined NNOC just by going to our web 
site (www.nnoc.net) and hearing some 
of the things we’re doing.” 

She said the effort to mobilize RNs 
as patient advocates dovetails with the 
fight for universal health care in the US. 


Phillips said the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina has opened many people’s eyes 
to the fact that the current health care 
system “really isn’t working, and the 
government has no plan to take care of 
us.” She said this, combined with the 
rising personal bankruptcies (half of 
which are caused by health care bills) 
and “workers in all sorts of settings los¬ 
ing their health care,” has created an op¬ 
portunity to talk to Americans about 
universal health care. “The window of 
opportunity will close if we don’t give 
people more information and open their 
eyes. We have to step into that opportu¬ 
nity and speak out,” she said. 

The NNOC favors a constitutional 
amendment that guarantees a right to 
health care. 

Another speaker, Stroger Hospital 
nurse Diane Ellis, had recently returned 
from Texas, where she gone with a 
group of other nurses and doctors from 
Chicago to help hurricane victims. She 
is a member of the local NNOC Bar¬ 
gaining Committee. “In Texas my expe¬ 
rience was kind of one of great sadness 
because what I experienced there was 
just poor people,” she told the People's 
Tribune. 

She said the nurses reported the 


poverty they saw to the Federal Emer¬ 
gency Management Agency (FEMA) 
representatives in the area, and FEMA 
“basically told us, ‘that’s the way those 
people live, so if you try to deal with 
those issues you’ll be there forever.’ 
They were poor people. The people that 
I encountered were all Caucasian. They 
welcomed us. They opened their arms to 
us. They fed us. They helped each other, 
with real simple things. This one girl and 
her mother they lived in a trailer home 
and had no power. They were basically 
living off the land. They’d shoot squir¬ 
rels and whatever else they could get.” 

Ellis added: “You had a lot of family 
members that are putting up other fami¬ 
ly members and friends, and it’s a real 
hardship on them because they didn’t 
have that much and now they’re sharing 
what they have. That’s why I say they 
were all victims. 

“There are a lot of poor people living 
in that area (about five hours from 
Austin), and they work but they’re real¬ 
ly dirt poor. I didn’t think in America in 
2005 that we had people living like that, 
shooting squirrels. A cot outside of your 
trailer and no sheet on it; and then 
here’s a pregnant girl who’s obviously 
carrying a baby that’s going to have 


some very high needs; I can’t see that 
baby going back into that environment, 
at least not right away. And there was 
an elderly man - he had an issue with 
something that happened to him from a 
surgery - he survived a war only to 
come back and be butchered by the 
knife of a surgeon and then be mistreat¬ 
ed by the government.” 

She said that some people they en¬ 
countered had insurance and ways to 
meet their needs, “But then you go a lit¬ 
tle ways down the road and you run into 
this girl and her mother who had no 
way of even getting the handouts with¬ 
out someone bringing it to them.” 

Ellis said she was touched by how 
warmly the nurse volunteers were re¬ 
ceived. “The character of those people 
- they have nothing, but they were just 
so grateful for whatever you gave them, 
and they were giving to you - they ac¬ 
tually gave us more than we gave them. 

“It was a great experience to meet 
people like that, but the sad part of it is 
we have these poor people in America 
like that, and it’s just beyond me. And 
then when we report this back to our 
government, they pull us out of there 
and say, ‘If you try to help these people, 
you’ll be there forever.’” 


NOVEMBER 2005 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 











SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

Visions from New Orleans and Beyond on Katrina 

Call 800-691-6888 or e-mail info@speakersforanewamerica.com or 
visit www.lrna.org/speakers to see our complete list of speakers. 



Homeless in Michigan. 

PHOTO/Daymonjhartley.com 


Bill Quigley, Law and Poverty 
professor, Loyola University, 

New Orleans 

“They are doing it again! My 
wife and I spent five days and four 
nights in a hospital in New Orleans 
after Hurricane Katrina. We saw 
people floating dead in the water. 

We watched people die waiting for 
evacuation. We were rescued by 
boat and waited for an open pickup 
truck to take us and dozens of others 
on a rainy drive to the underpass 
where thousands of others waited for 
a bus ride to who knows where. 

You saw the people left behind. The 
poor, the sick, the disabled, the pris¬ 
oners, the low-wage workers of New 
Orleans, were all left behind in the 
evacuation. Now that New Orleans 
is re-opening for some, the same 
people are being left behind again.” 

Cheri Honkala, Director, 

Kensington Welfare Rights Union, 
human rights activist 

“There is a silent hurricane hitting 
our country right now. 226,000 peo¬ 
ple have been eliminated from Ten- 
ncare in the state of Tennessee and 
493,000 others have had their bene¬ 
fits drastically reduced. People have 
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been sitting in at the 
capital for nearly 
three months. They 
are prepared to not 
take their medicine or 
receive their oxygen, 
and to start dying in 
the capital to draw at¬ 
tention to the fact that 
no one is doing any¬ 
thing to change 
things. We are send¬ 
ing Human Rights 
Monitors to docu¬ 
ment these abuses. 

We see Tennessee as 
ground zero in the 
battle for the human 
right to health care, 
and are putting a 
spotlight on it. All 
of us, the poor from 
Katrina and else¬ 
where, need to come 
together to organize 
against the pre¬ 
ventable hurricanes that are sweep¬ 
ing the country every day.” 

Walda Katz-Fishman, Board Chair, 
Project South, a New Orleans native 

“Katrina unmasked capitalist soci¬ 
ety. It is broken. The government is 
not able to help us. People have to 
figure out how to develop the power 
to rebuild the economy and reorga¬ 
nize the society so that human beings 
are put in front, not privatization and 
profit needs. The movement that Pro¬ 
ject South is part of, and the US So¬ 
cial Forum in the South, will be 
important gathering places where we 
can come together to move society 
forward.” 

Allen Ray Bernard, former Director 
of Louisana Disabled Workers 

“ It is so devastating to go back. 
They push tourism while so many 
lives are shattered. These are Amer¬ 
icans. Billions go to Iraq and corpo¬ 
rations. The locals get nothing. My 
vision? I love the New Orleans that 
once was. It’s hard for me to imagine 
any other way. It was so special - 
like no other city in the world. Peo¬ 
ple say good morning, good night, 
hug, kiss. Strangers came to our 
home for a glass of water and we’d 
say, hey, the refrigerator is over 


there. There were no strangers. It’s 
demoralizing to see the oil plants 
running but no one’s asking the peo¬ 
ple to come back with their families. 
Where do we go from here? We have 
to start talking with people and get¬ 
ting a vision for ourselves. It’s a war 
for humanity.” 

Ted Quant, Director, Twomey Center 
for Peace Through Justice at Loyola 
University, New Orleans 

“I went to a bar on Magazine 
Street that I had been to before the 
hurricane. Most of the people were 
white with a few Blacks. This city 
was 67% Black. The rhythm, culture, 
meaning of relationships are differ¬ 
ent now. This is “ethnic cleansing” 
by scattering the poor, and making it 
impossible for them to return. The 
flood also wiped out the low and 
moderate income whites that made 
up the culture in the community of 
Chalmette. They voted strongly for 
David Duke when he ran for gover¬ 
nor. Now they are in the same boat 
as poor Blacks and hopefully we will 
all pull together in this crisis. 

Some politicians celebrated, one 
put it bluntly, “We have been trying 
to eliminate the projects, Katrina did 
it for us.” Rather than offer jobs to 
the displaced New Orleanians, com¬ 
panies including Halliburton are 


making billions off poor 
workers recruited from 
Mexico. Unless we take a 
stand now, poverty will be 
the prevailing wage for all.” 

Mareen D. Taylor, Director, 
Michigan Welfare Rights, and 
Detroit Grassroots Candidate 
for City Council 

“Detroit was a mecca of 
manufacturing that has been 
crushed by the decimation of 
the auto industry and new 
technology. In one year, the 
Water Department in Detroit 
disconnected service at 
40,272 addresses. We’ve been 
in Katrina for thirty years. All 
the factories that stole from us 
and made us into home own¬ 
ers and car owners, and the 
parents of college children, 
don’t need us anymore. We 
are victims of the capitalist 
tsunami. There’s no more 
room to negotiate. All the money is 
going to Iraq and Halliburton and 
Bectel. If society is based on the con¬ 
cept that I go to work for a paycheck 
and that routine is broken, we have 
to build society on another kind of 
basis. Let’s get together on the basis 
of our humanity. Plenty of food and 
housing exists, and we need it.” 

Gloria Slaughter, activist and 
retired school teacher 

“We have the opportunity because 
of technology to offer everyone in 
this country, universal healthcare, af¬ 
fordable housing, food and a quality 
education.” 


People’s Tribune Radio, October 2005 

HURRICANE KATRINA: 
WHY...WHAT NEXT? 

The next People’s Tribune Radio 
features a two-part series on how and 
why 40 percent of the population in 
New Orleans was abandoned. People 
from the Gulf region share with 
PTRadio what it will take to truly 
rebuild from the devastation and the 
political blunders that characterized 
Katrina. Look for the program at 
www.ptradio.org. 

For information call 800-691-6888 or 
e-mail ptradio4@hotmail.com 
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VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 



This column is a place for revolutionaries to 
debate why a cooperative society is a practical 
solution to the problems people are fighting out. 
We welcome your thoughts about the articles 
we are running and we welcome your articles. 
You can view all articles at 
http://www.lrna.org/speakers/vision.html. 
E-mail sandy@lrna.org or write: People's 
Tribune , P.O. Box 3524 , Chicago, IL 60654 

Envision a society 
where every human 
being is valued 

BY CYNTHIA CUZA 


Hurricane Katrina blew away the myth of Ameri¬ 
can moral superiority, exposing the government’s cal¬ 
lous and cruel indifference to the needs of people who 
are poor and predominately African-American. 

The poor one-third of New Orleans and the 134,000 
without vehicles were stranded when Hurricane Katri¬ 
na hit. As the floods rose, some were left to drown or 
wait on rooftops, others were transported to the Su¬ 
perdome and Convention Center where they were 
held without food, water or sanitary facilities for days. 
Armed soldiers prevented them from leaving these 
fetid inhumane conditions. 

Compare this with Cuba. When Hurricane Ivan hit 
Cuba last year, Cuba moved nearly 1.9 million people 
out of harm’s way and no one died. The New Orleans 
death toll is unknown, certainly thousands, some esti¬ 
mate 10,000. 

When the storm subsided, Louisiana National 
Guard troops entered New Orleans with orders to es¬ 
tablish a police state to protect private property. “They 
have M-16s and they’re locked and loaded,” 
Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Blanco said. “These troops 
know how to shoot and kill, and they are more than 
willing to do so, and I expect they will.” 

Compare this with Cuba where the National Guard 
and volunteers organized the evacuation, going door to 


door, kept lists of each evacuee’s location, and took 
personal possessions, including TV’s, along with them. 

The U.S. media served no public function in keep¬ 
ing people informed about the hurricane and what to 
do. Instead, the corporate media vilified the victims, 
pouring salt on wounds by repeatedly reporting non¬ 
existent “riots,” looting and violence. 

Compare this with Cuba where TV and radio kept 
the Cuban people informed 24 hours a day. Civil de¬ 
fense officals announced preparations and meteorolo¬ 
gists gave hurricane instructions. The media served 
the people. 

Why could Cuba, a small poor country, accomplish 
what the wealthiest country in the world found “im¬ 
possible”? Because Cuba, a communist country, cares 
for its people. Why did the U.S. bring guns not medi¬ 
cine to the people of New Orleans? Because the U.S, a 
capitalist country, protects and serves the interests of 
capital and private property. Katrina blew away the 
pretense that capitalism cares about people. 

As the flood waters cleared, the government belat¬ 
edly started transporting people out of New Orleans, 
dispersing them without consideration for family or 
preference to cities all over the country. With New Or¬ 
leans purged of poor people, the speculators, contrac¬ 
tors, investors and developers have moved in, 
preparing a massive “gentrification” of the Gulf 
Coast. 


Last year, when the tsunami killed over 200,000 
people, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
described this destruction and death as a “wonder¬ 
ful opportunity” that “has paid great dividends for 
us,” by clearing the land for development of casi¬ 
nos, resorts and the shrimp industry. Now the vul¬ 
tures are salivating over New Orleans and the 
Gulf Coast with unlimited aid and support from 
the government that was “unable” to evacuate 
people to safety. 

Congress authorized $62 billion of “no bid” 
contracts to Halliburton and others that have 
reaped obscene profits from the Iraq war. The 
President suspended Davis Bacon, the prevailing 
wage law, and has called for a Gulf Opportunity 
Zone a “flat tax-free enterprise zone” with unlimit¬ 
ed tax breaks for corporations. This corporate give¬ 
away will be paid for by radical cuts to the social 
safety net, suspending Medicaid’s prescription 
coverage, and denying insurance and aid to the 
poor victims of Katrina. This is a huge transfer of 
wealth from the public realm into private hands. 

Imagine reversing this flow. Envision a society 
where all wealth is in public hands. Envision a society 
where every human being is cherished and cared for, 
where all people live comfortably in harmony with 
each other and with nature. 

This world is possible. The resources, human skills 
and technology already create the abundance neces¬ 
sary to make this society possible. What stands in the 
way is the corporate/investor class and the US gov¬ 
ernment which use this wealth for their own private 
benefit. 

Change is happening. People are in motion. Com¬ 
mitted and hardworking people of New Orleans and 
volunteers from all over the country are doing what 
the government failed to do, working together to pro¬ 
vide shelter, food, clothing, and health care. Now 
many are preparing to fight for the future of New Or¬ 
leans, and the right of the poor, mostly African-Amer¬ 
ican, population to return and rebuild. 

Imagine if people throughout the country took up 
this cause and inspired a powerful rebirth of the free¬ 
dom movement. Imagine that this powerful movement 
is infused with a vision of society where every human 
being is valued without exception, where all wealth is 
in the hands of the people, and the government really is 
of, by and for the people. Imagine living in that world. 
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LEFT: Miriam Danu holds up a sign signifying the deaths of 2,000 Americans in the Iraq war to passing cars on Michigan Ave. in Lansing, Ml. She is 
with the Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice. CENTER: Army Pfc Richard (Ricky) Rosas was killed in Iraq last year leaving behind a 3 
month old daughter he never met. Relatives and friends pay their last respects while passing by his casket in Lansing, Ml. RIGHT: Beverly Leaf from 
Holt, Ml. holds a sign on Michigan avenue in Lansing to protest the 2,000 mark reached with American casualties in Iraq. She was part of an event 
sponsored by the Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice. PHOTOS/daymonjhartley.com 
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In the wake of Katrina: 
Bush fails Americans again 


BY KEN WERNER 

TRINITY PLAZA TENANTS ASSOCIATION 

The surreal backdrop could have been Disneyland 
or a matte painting for a movie, but George Bush 
seemingly emerged from nowhere on an outdoor set 
staged with taxpayer dollars and leisurely strolled 15 
seconds to a podium microphone to address the 
country Sept. 15 to accept responsibility for Hurri¬ 
cane Katrina’s destruction along the Gulf. 

The backdrop was St. Louis Cathedral and a statue 
of Andrew Jackson in Jackson Square, New Orleans 
— dry ground, even though God’s Messenger could 
have walked on water. 

But it wasn’t really an apology to the nation for 
what Rev. Jesse Jackson called incompetence on the 
part of Bush and his administration. It was a feeble 
attempt to mimic Harry S. Truman’s “The buck stops 
here” without truly accepting responsibility. Instead, 
not even a minute into his 26-minute address, Bush 
opted to personify and demonize Katrina as “a cruel 
and wasteful storm.” 

Then Bush the Miracle Worker, with typical 
rhetoric, touted the accomplishments he thought his 
administration achieved. It was only in the last few 
minutes of his primetime address that Bush, without 
conviction, accepted responsibility for the more than 
1,200 people who died and the billions of dollars in 
property damage most suffered. Many low-income 
property owners, and the city’s 53 percent who were 
renters, could not afford the expensive insurance and 
lost everything. 

And everyone has been asking: could the disaster 
have been avoided. 

Projects to reinforce the levee system supposedly 
have been pursued for the past 10 years, but in the last 
four years the Bush administration has drastically 
slashed funding for such public works in order to 
fund an illegal war and tax cuts for the super-wealthy. 
Indeed, the Army Corps of Engineers and others pur¬ 
portedly diverted funding from levee upgrades. 

The National Weather Service warned that Katrina 
was turning into a powerful storm, and even though 
Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Blanco (D), Mississippi 
Gov. Haley Barbour (R), Alabama Gov. Bob Riley 
(R), and New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin (D) de¬ 
clared emergencies before Katrina made landfall, on 
Aug. 29 Bush decided it was more important to pose 
for a birthday cake photo op with Arizona Sen. John 
McCain to celebrate McCain’s 69th birthday, then fly 
to California to discuss his Medicare drug benefit 
program with seniors. Meanwhile, Donald Rumsfeld 
thought a San Diego Padres night game took prece¬ 
dence over an impending disaster in the Gulf. 

The following day, Bush appeared to strum a gui¬ 
tar with country singer Mark Willis in an act closely 
resembling Bush’s reaction four years ago while he 
sat nearly motionless with school children when the 
planes struck the World Trade Center towers. 

And on Aug. 31, Condoleezza Rice casually spent 
the evening at New York’s Shubert Theater for a per¬ 
formance of Monty Python’s musical “Spamalot!,” 
where audience members booed her. 

And FEMA’s Michael Brown completely misman¬ 
aged his agency’s response and attempted to place 
the blame on local governments. 

The New Orleans clean-up hadn’t started when we 
learned about the no-bid contracts to a Halliburton 
subsidiary as well as to other large Republican 


donors like Fluor Corporation. The Republican Party 
successfully attempted to set up a whitewash com¬ 
mission, and Bush promised the same accountability: 
“So I've ordered every Cabinet secretary to partici¬ 
pate in a comprehensive review of the government 
response to the hurricane. This government will learn 
the lessons of Hurricane Katrina.” It could have been 
lines delivered after 9/11, only it’s four years later 
and a number of Americans who voted for Bush now 
question the wisdom of their votes: too late. 

Charges of racism have been levied on Bush and 
his cohorts for their failure to act quickly and aggres¬ 
sively to save the lives of the predominantly African- 
American community members of Orleans Parish, 
and I believe there is truth to the allegations. (Ap¬ 
proximately 72 percent of the people of the parish 
are people of color, with African-Americans com¬ 
prising more than 67 percent of the population. Bush 
garnered only 22 percent of the parish vote in 2004.) 
(Even before Rita hit Texas, we learned poor 


African-Americans had been left behind without any 
attempts being made to evacuate them.) 

However, all low-income people have suffered 
from Bush’s economic policies, including whites and 
in particular seniors. This is not meant to diminish 
nor dismiss the allegations of racism, but the inten¬ 
tional right-wing Republican agenda is more of a 
class war: the wealthy top 1 percent of the country 
receive the tax breaks rather than the bottom 90 per¬ 
cent. The reality is that the nation’s people of color 
are mostly in the bottom 90 percent. 

Bush claimed that to rebuild New Orleans, his ad¬ 
ministration favors entrepreneurship, claiming that 
businesses help “break the cycle of poverty.” What 
breaks the cycle of poverty is paying the working-class 
a livable wage, but Bush has decided to set aside wage 
requirements for companies involved in reconstruction. 

Finally, in yet another act of racism and class war¬ 


fare, Bush has decided that he will set aside federal 
land in New Orleans for home ownership to prospec¬ 
tive low-income folks who will enter a lottery system 
to be awarded the limited land that might become 
available. And even though New Orleans residents 
were 53 percent renters, Bush claims that “when the 
houses are rebuilt, more families should own, not 
rent, those houses.” In other words, for the limited 
land available, only a lucky few will have housing 
and damned be those who can only afford to rent. 

As usual, Bush’s fatally flawed plans will do little 
to benefit the victims of his failed practices. His 
racist/class War on the Poor will benefit corporate gi¬ 
ants like Halliburton, Bechtel, Fluor, oil companies, 
and others who will reap windfall profits as the 21st 
Century carpetbaggers. Indeed, on Sept. 21, the Re¬ 
publican Study Committee published its “Operation 
Offset,” which recommends $1 trillion in cuts to so¬ 
cial justice and environmental programs over 10 years 
to fund “reconstruction;” the multimillionaires and 
billionaires have been promised they keep their tax 
cuts at the expense of working-class and poor people. 

What we need is an increase in the minimum wage 
to $ 10/hour. But we already know the Republican re¬ 
sponse to this argument: it will cost jobs. However, 
when I see the multimillion-dollar salaries earned by 


corporate executives, I see class warfare subjecting 
working-class people to scramble for the table scraps 
thrown to us by the filthy rich who claim God is on 
their side while they violate the Fifth Deadly Sin: 
greed/avarice. 

We the People must remember we’re the majority, 
and we’re empowered to force positive change. All 
across our nation, low-income folks, seniors, the dis¬ 
abled, people of color, the true working class, must 
force nationally-elected members of Congress to 
raise the minimum wage, demand accountability for 
Bush’s economic and social failures, and use our 
power to threaten a nationwide boycott of companies 
if their multimillion-dollar-salaried executives refuse 
to accept moral responsibility. 

Ken Werner is a San Francisco social justice 
activist; his investigative articles appear frequently 
at the progressive BeyondChron.org. 
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Another world is necessary 

How a hurricane taught us about organizing for movement building 


Editor's note: This article was excerpted 
from a statement on the Project South 
website at www.projectsouth.org. Call 
404-622-0602 for more information. 

When Project South heard that Atlanta 
had been chosen as the site for the first-ever 
United States Social Forum in the Summer 
of 2007, we knew it would change our lives. 
We were excited to be in a significant posi¬ 
tion to help shape this important gathering. 

The World Social Forum motto is “An¬ 
other world is possible.” The World Social 
Forum gathers the world’s workers, 
thinkers, organizers, youth, teachers, and 
farmers in Brazil and India to create a 
counter-vision to the plans of the economic 
and political elites of the World Economic 
Forum held in Switzerland. 

The US Social Forum will convene the 
divergent work of the US grassroots and 
grow our movement to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the movements for justice 
around the globe. The US Social Forum 
will advance our collective work to build 
grassroots leadership, develop collective 
vision, and formulate strategies. The aim is 
to mobilize 15,000 to 20,000 people to par¬ 
ticipate. 

The Gulf Coast Crisis shows us that the 


stakes are higher, the moment has shifted, 
and we need to pay attention. Massive ne¬ 
glect and militarized corrals of desperate 
people is not an accident. There is some¬ 
thing about this disaster that we cannot and 
should not swallow. The story tells us that 
the system doesn’t need us anymore to 
function. Certain people are disposable. 

What does all that mean for the US So¬ 
cial Forum? The Social Forum is an oppor¬ 
tunity to do more than dream about a 
possible world. The work that needs to hap¬ 
pen to ensure self-determined lives for the 
people of the Gulf Coast is the same work 
we need to do to make the Social Forum 
happen. We need to be able to organize 
quickly and with trust that’s been tested and 
proven strong. The crisis also reveals the 
marvelous potential, the strength and power 
of survivors. The disaster offers a compli¬ 
cated opportunity to listen to the survivors’ 
true vision of the Gulf Coast and to put for¬ 
ward a focused response from our move¬ 
ment. Their work must be central to the 
planning for this Social Forum. 

The Social Forum can be the rallying call 
that another world is not just possible but 
necessary. We will build our movement 
from the South-out and the bottom-up to 
make it happen. 



Carla Dodson (right) gathers supplies with her children in Jefferson 
Parish. The family received donations 
from Veterans for Peace (VFP). 

PHOTO/Daymonjhartley.com 


NEW ORLEANS MARCHES 

December 9 and 10 

JUSTICE AFTER KATRINA: The People must decide 
December 9 — Jackson, MS 

December 10 — New Orleans, LA March for Human Rights 
Take back New Orleans from the real looters 
The People’s Hurricane Relief Fund 

For more information: 

Call (601) 346-5995 or visit www.communitylaborunited.net 


New Orleans: Leaving 
the poor behind again! 

BY BILL QUIGLEY 


Editor's note: this article was 
excerpted from a longer version 
that can be found at 
http://www.speakersforanewamerica.com 

They are doing it again! My wife 
and I spent five days and four nights in 
a hospital in New Orleans after Hurri¬ 
cane Katrina. We saw people floating 
dead in the water. We watched people 
die waiting for evacuation to places 
with food, water, and electricity. The 
poor, the sick, the disabled, the prison¬ 
ers, the low-wage workers of New Or¬ 
leans, were all left behind in the 
evacuation. Now that New Orleans is 
re-opening for some, the same people 
are being left behind again. 

When those in power close the public 
schools, close public housing, fire peo¬ 
ple from their jobs, refuse to provide ac¬ 
cess to affordable public healthcare, and 
close off all avenues for justice, it is not 
necessary to erect a sign outside of New 
Orleans saying “Poor People Not Al¬ 
lowed To Return.” People cannot come 


back in these circumstances and that is 
exactly what is happening. 

There are 28,000 people still living in 
shelters in Louisiana. There are 38,000 
public housing apartments in New Or¬ 
leans, many in good physical condition. 
None have been reopened. Louisiana 
Congressman Richard Baker (R-LA) 
said, after the hurricane, “We finally 
cleaned up public housing in New Or¬ 
leans. We couldn’t do it, but God did.” 

New Orleans public schools enrolled 
about 60,000 children before the hurri¬ 
cane. A member of the Louisiana state 
board of education estimated that at most 
10,000 students will attend public schools 
in New Orleans this academic year 

The City of New Orleans laid off 
3,000 workers. The public school sys¬ 
tem laid off thousands of its workers. 
The Archdiocese of New Orleans laid 
off 800 workers from its central staff 
and countless hundreds of others from 
its parish schools. The Housing Au¬ 
thority has laid off its workers. The St. 
Bernard Sheriff’s Office laid off half of 
its workers. 

Renters in New Orleans are returning 
to find their furniture on the street and 
strangers living in their apartments at 
higher rents — despite an order by the 


governor that no one can be evicted be¬ 
fore October 25. Rents in the dry areas 
have doubled and tripled. 

Environmental chemist Wilma Subra 
cautions that earth and air in the New 
Orleans area appear to be heavily pol¬ 
luted with heavy metal and organic con¬ 
taminants from more than 40 oil spills 
and extensive mold. The people, Subra 
stated, are subject to “double insult — 
the chemical insult from the sludge and 
biological insult from the mold.” 
Homes built on the Agriculture Street 
landfill — a federal toxic site — stewed 
for weeks in flood waters. 

Yet, the future of Charity Hospital of 
New Orleans, the primary place for free 
comprehensive medical care in the state 
of Louisiana, is under furious debate and 
discussion and may never re-open again. 

The jails and prisons are full and stay¬ 
ing full. Lawyers have to file lawsuits to 
force authorities to release people from 
prison who have already served all of 
their sentences! Judges are setting 
$100,000 bonds for people who steal 
beer out of a vacant house, while land¬ 
lords break the law with impunity. 

People are making serious money in 
this hurricane but not the working and 
poor people who built and maintained 


New Orleans. 

Take it to the courts, you say? The 
Louisiana Supreme Court has been 
closed since the hurricane and is not 
due to re-open until at least October 25, 
2005. Nearly every person victimized 
by the hurricane has a price-gouging 
story. Yet, the Louisiana attorney gen¬ 
eral has filed exactly one suit for price¬ 
gouging — against a campground. 
Likewise, the US attorney has prosecut¬ 
ed three people for wrongfully seeking 
$2000 LEM A checks. 

No schools. No low-income 
apartments. No jobs. No healthcare. 
No justice. 

A final example? You can fly on a 
plane into New Orleans, but you cannot 
take a bus. Greyhound does not service 
New Orleans at this time. 

You saw the people who were left be¬ 
hind last time. The same people are be¬ 
ing left behind all over again. You 
raised hell about the people left behind 
last time. Please do it again. 

Bill Quigley is a professor of law at 
Loyola University New Orleans where 
he directs the Gillis Long Poverty Law 
Center and the Law Clinic and teaches 
Law and Poverty. Bill can be reached 
at duprestars@yahoo.com 
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The Katrina Disaster: 
Two Parties, One Agenda 



BY ETHEL LONG-SCOTT 


We all watched in shock as Hurricane Katrina’s 
fury laid bare the poverty and desperate living condi¬ 
tions of so many working and poor people. We were 
horrified and angry at the abdication by all levels of 
our government of responsibility to keep safe the 
poor, the sick, the young, the elderly and the other vul¬ 
nerable souls. If we could have broken through the fog 
of mis-information and mis-edation we would have 
seen that the trapping of so many people in such des¬ 
perate poverty began generations before Katrina ar¬ 
rived. And now that friends, neighbors, strangers, 
countless ordinary people, found the strength to per¬ 
form thousands of acts of unsung heroism that saved 
so many of the people the governments didn’t plan to 
save, we must ask the next unpleasant question - 
saved them for what? The wrath of Hurricane Kat¬ 
rina, followed by the wrath of Hurricane Rita, forced 
1.5 million people from New Orleans and elsewhere 
on the Gulf Coast to join the ranks of the growing mil¬ 
lions who have no property, no jobs, and no perma¬ 
nent shelter. Because companies either will not hire 
them, or will not pay them living wages, they will 
likely never get out of poverty, no matter where they 
end up. 

They are in that plight because global capitalism is 
shedding jobs, and replacing workers with computer- 
controlled machines all over the world. Even in China 
the number of jobs is shrinking, not expanding. And 
capitalism has no use for workers whose labor it no 
longer needs. In their plight we see stark evidence of 
the economic revolution that is producing a new class 
of dispossessed workers. The decisions by all levels 
of government to leave behind the women, the chil¬ 
dren, the old and infirm was a result of the bipartisan 
political revolution that is accommodating global cap¬ 
italism by destroying the old so¬ 
cial contract forged in the Franklin 
D. Roosevelt era. Republicans 
like former House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich and the current Bush ad¬ 
ministration agree with Democrats 
like former President Bill Clinton 
on this issue. Clinton’s Welfare 
Reform and the resulting disman¬ 
tling of welfare or AFDC de¬ 
stroyed the old safety net because it eliminated and 
privatized social services. Democrats are joining with 
Republicans to drive down the price of labor and 
switch to privatized - read for a profit - human ser¬ 
vices. This means both major parties are helping gov¬ 
ernment at all levels to abandon “we the people.” 

The Bush administration is privatizing the recov¬ 
ery from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita as much as pos¬ 
sible. The Patriot Act is silencing individual voices 
right and left. Frantic and uncontrolled government 
spending on failed policies such as the war in Iraq and 
President Bush’s corporate health plan, coupled with 
tax cuts for the rich, are moving the Federal govern¬ 
ment ever deeper into deficit. The consequences are 
that government is planning to cut even deeper into 
public services, with the result that the rich will get 
even richer because they keep taking from the poor . 


Here in California a Special November Election is 
the latest chapter in a steady drumbeat of attempts to 
shrink and privatize public services. Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has put on the ballot an initiative to 
let him eliminate any items he doesn’t like from the 
state budget passed by the California Legislature, even 
when they fund agreements reached between unions 
and their employers. Another of the initiatives he sup¬ 
ports would stop California public employee unions 
from spending members’ dues on 
political campaigns unless each 
member signed a waiver to let his 
or her dues be used. These are just 
two of many attempts in California 
to batter down public employees 
and remove all impediments to 
rule by capital and corporations. 

The loss of jobs to computer¬ 
ized automation has been cutting 
into middle class employment for some time, so what 
the Katrina disaster revealed about the long-term 
plight of the poor is the future for most of us. Conse¬ 
quently, as the Gulf Coast economic refugees fight to 
rebuild their lives in some form, our actions over the 
next days, months, and years become of increased sig¬ 
nificance. Now is the opportunity to build a broad new 
solidarity movement that proceeds from our interests 
as workers, and not from the interests of corporate 
America. To do that, we need to recognize - and talk 
about - the fact that the economic situation within our 
country is fundamentally different from what it was in 
the 20th century. Because of automation, there are no 
longer enough good jobs to give one to everybody 
who wants to get out of poverty. Corporations recog¬ 
nize that by continually pruning their work forces, 
continually pressuring workers to do more work with 


fewer benefits, and lower wages that more and more 
people will be forced into desperate poverty. We all 
know people who work a lot harder than Bill Gates, 
the world’s richest man, and only wish they had some¬ 
thing to show for it. 

We also need to recognize - and talk about - how 
both major political parties support the drive by big 
business to get leaner and meaner. Huge corporate 
contributions to political candidates and parties guar¬ 
antee that neither major party has the welfare of ordi¬ 
nary workers very high on its agenda. They both 
follow a corporate agenda that worships private prop¬ 
erty and is out to destroy public welfare, public 
schools, public parks, public employee unions, and 
anything that gets in the way of privatizing all services 
that people need. 

The imperative today is to challenge powerful cor¬ 
porations who are already treating the tragedies of Ka¬ 
trina as a giant profit center, steamrolling their 
privatization goals past sleeping government watch¬ 
dogs, profiteering from no-bid contracts, suspending 
hard fought labor laws such as the Davis Bacon Act 
that keeps wages up, and redirecting precious re¬ 
sources from the public through FEMA and others. 
It’s clear that we cannot trust our political and civic 
leaders to lead the discussion about what we need - 
universal health care that works for everyone, jobs 
that provide people with real opportunities, protection 
from the kind of permanent poverty that Katrina un¬ 
veiled. Those things need to inform any and all re¬ 
building of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast. The 
Katrina imperative is to match our indignation, com¬ 
passion, and generosity with a unified voice and ac¬ 
tions based on the common plight we face. Now is 
the time that these values guide our action to push for 
justice and security for “we the people.” 


Neither party 
represents 
the people. 
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Katrina, the fight for 
economic justice, and Davis Bacon 


BY KAREGA HART 


“The essence of trade unionism is social uplift. The 
labor movement has been the haven for the dispos¬ 
sessed, the despised, the neglected, the downtrodden, 
the poor.” — A. Philip Randolph 

Hurricane Katrina has come and gone. The lives of 
millions of workers and the poor have been shattered 
and uprooted with the destruction of everything they 
owned, nearly everything they knew, and many of 
their loved ones. From throughout the U.S. and 
abroad, assistance is being delivered to the decimated 
city known as New Orleans, to the workers and the 
poor. The heroic efforts of workers and the poor who 
struggled through horrific odds to survive will be¬ 
come legendary. Many a blues song, poetry and sto¬ 
ries will be sung and told praising the poor, African 
Americans, women and workers, just as it should. 
President Bush and Congress have put forth plans to 
re-build New Orleans and other impacted states and 
regions in the South. Organized labor is rallying its 
troops to provide assistance. People are rallying for 
broad support and assistance from the East Coast, 
West Coast, North and South to support the impover¬ 
ished workers of the South. 

However, in the wake of the pain, suffering, death 
and loss, global capitalists are sharpening their knives. 
Hurricane Katrina has exposed the long term structur¬ 
al poverty and inequality that has always existed in 
the South. After all, the South is where slavery, White 
Supremacy, and structural wage inequities are rooted 
and where capitalist exploitation and poverty thrive. 
Global capitalist plans are to reap maximum profits 
from the labor of workers and the poor in the recon¬ 
struction of New Orleans and other impacted areas in 
the South. One of the reasons for the low prevailing 
wage in New Orleans and throughout the South is be¬ 
cause the Southern states are mainly “right to work” 
states and because of the legacy of slavery, poverty 
and inequality. Numerous public works projects and 
contracts are now being made available for the carv¬ 
ing up of New Orleans. Privatization and the drive to 
dismantle government are at the top of the corporate 
agenda. Consequently, there will not only be capital¬ 
ists in America seeking to exploit the poor, it will be 
capitalists from around the world marching into the 
South to rob the workers, the poor, African Americans 
and women. Neo-liberal global capitalists will use the 
Bush-declared National Emergency to drive into 
poverty even greater numbers of workers, women and 
children. 

The Bush Administration has already launched an 
opening shot against workers and the poor. President 
Bush is using this National Emergency to suspend the 
Davis-Bacon Act. The Davis- Bacon Act was enacted 
in 1931 and establishes a prevailing wage for workers 
that contractors must abide by when working on pub¬ 
lic works projects. The prevailing wage is $9.00 an 
hour in the New Orleans area. The suspension of the 
Davis- Bacon Act guarantees that union workers, the 
poor, all workers on public works projects (school 
construction, roads, etc.) will be super-exploited and 
driven further into poverty, isolated and driven out of 
New Orleans. The Bush Administration has set the 
foundation and justification for eliminating other 


workers, as well as civil and human rights. 

Therefore, organized labor must take the lead in the 
fight to ensure that the Davis-Bacon Act is restored, 
enforced and that the rights of all workers, the poor 
and civil and human rights are defended. Labor 
should stand with the disenfranchised and dispos¬ 
sessed and build deep ties with the poor and op¬ 
pressed. 

Labor is faced with new realities: the days of an ex¬ 
panding industrial base are over; job loss, de-industri¬ 
alization and increasing poverty in the nation and the 
South are the new reality. While President Bush views 


this emergency as an opportunity to eliminate worker 
and civil rights, Labor should seize upon this situation 
to organize in the South and build alliances with orga¬ 
nizations advocating for the poor, women and African 
Americans. The days of organized labor fighting Cor¬ 
porate America alone and winning have passed. The 
labor movement needs allies to build a new solidarity 
movement in the fight against global capital. In addi¬ 
tion, Labor can no longer afford to be silent about the 
ever-expanding poverty level, the fueling of the 
wealth gap, the attacks on hard won gains of workers 
in the past. The corporate agenda is in the process of 
eliminating the entire social safety net, (unemploy¬ 
ment compensation, overtime, bargaining rights, 
health benefits, and childcare/pre-school etc.) and pri¬ 
vatizing public sector work. 

Although the poor and the workers of New Orleans 


are suffering, victories can be won if organized labor 
and the organizations of oppressed people unite to 
challenge global capitalism, poverty, inequality and 
racism together. Business as usual for unions and 
community-based organizations cannot continue if 
political and economic justice is to be won. New po¬ 
litical and economic agendas must be developed that 
reflect a new vision - a new vision that is broad and 
inclusive of the demands of the poor, oppressed com¬ 
munities of color and the broader workers movement. 
Highlighting the struggles of the poor and poor work¬ 
ers in the nation and the South is imperative. While 


organizing new workers is a must, it must go hand in 
hand with a new political and economic vision and 
agenda. We have an opportunity to rebuild a new 
movement which will no longer be silent about pover¬ 
ty, inequality and racism, but is based on uplifting 
those on the bottom and consequently all of labor. 

Onward to the fight for 
economic and political justice! 

Restore the Davis-Bacon Act! 

Organize the South! 

The author is an Oakland/San Francisco-Bay Area 
labor activist, chair of the Bay Area Black Radical 
Congress, and SEIU Local 790 education director. 



This wreckage is all that remains of a home in Waveland, MS after Katrina. 
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BENTON HARBOR: WHIRLPOOL, 

Stealing a City, and a Recall Election 



BY REV. EDWARD PINKNEY 

Editors note: A struggle against cor¬ 
porate power is developing in Benton 
Harbor ; Michigan. A recall election of a 
Whirlpool supporter ended in a commu¬ 
nity leader being charged with “al¬ 
leged” voter fraud. 

I attended a City Commissioner’s 
meeting in September about the plan for 
a $500 million Harbor Shores develop¬ 
ment. The proposed 530-acre Harbor 
Shores development project is a collab¬ 
orative venture between Benton Harbor, 
St Joseph, Whirlpool, the Alliance for 
World-Class Communities, and Corner¬ 
stone Alliance. It is common knowl¬ 
edge in this county that these are all the 
same people. 

At the meeting, the former CEO of 
Whirlpool Corporation, David Whit- 
wan, said that there is only one reason 
the development was proposed, and that 
is to take over Benton Harbor (not to 
improve the quality of life for the resi¬ 
dents of Benton Harbor). Before Mr. 
Whitwan retired, he was in favor of 
transferring jobs out of Benton Harbor. 
He is now chairman of the Alliance for 
World-Class Communities, part of 
Whirlpool and Cornerstone Alliance. 

The community questioned their mo¬ 
tives. Mr. Whitman, said, “Trust me, I 
understand your skepticism, trust me.” 
He said he understands the skepticism 
of Benton Harbor residents about the 
promise of jobs, but, “Trust me. Often 
Whirlpool lied and promised things that 
did not happen. Trust me.” Also in at¬ 
tendance was a Mr. Chaney who is 
white. He charged that Mr. Whitwan 
should stop lying. “This is going to be 
an all white community,” he said. 

Whitwan, stop lying! The Harbor 
Shores project will be a residential and 
commercial development bounded by 
Benton Harbor lake front on beautiful 
lake Michigan land. Most of the land is 
in Benton Harbor, but a small portion is 


Rev. Pinkney and supporters. 

in St. Joseph. Public Act 425 allows for 
the temporary transfer of a small por¬ 
tion of St. Joseph land to Benton Har¬ 
bor for 20 years. But, after Benton 
Harbor has paid off the $89 million or 
more infrastructure costs for roads, 
storm sewer, environmental clean up, 
etc, all of the land would become the 
property of the city of St. Joseph — un¬ 
til the world ends. This is a $89 million 
“gift” from Benton Harbor to St. 
Joseph. A forced gift. St. Joseph City 
Commissioners unanimously approved 
this transfer of land. They will gain an 
awful lot if this development happens. 
It is a really great thing for the city of 
St. Joseph and for St. Joseph only. I, 
Rev Edward Pinkney, must admit this is 
a really great thing for the city of St. 
Joseph and for the city of St. Joseph 
only. 

The Benton Harbor recall election has 
to be seen in this light. The recall of 
Glen Yarbrough was a very important 
issue for the success of the Whirlpool 


PHOTO/BOB LEE 

dream project. The project needed the 
Benton Harbor city commissioner-at- 
large, Yarbrough, a known drug user 
and bully who gets his way through in¬ 
timidation. They needed six votes to 
steal the land and make this project a re¬ 
ality. Without Yarbrough it could not be 
done. 

When the recall of Yarbrough was 
successful, the Whirlpool dream project 
was about to go down the toilet, so the 
group came up with a plan to claim vot¬ 
er fraud. Judge Paul Maloney, Prosecu¬ 
tor James Cherry, Benton Harbor City 
Manager Mitchell, and Yarbrough gave 
the Herald Palladium’s Julia Swidwa, a 
well known racist, the story. Everything 
she writes is questionable. Yarbrough 
was bribed with a five year offering to 
fund the summer youth work program, 
a man who has a history of stealing 
from the youth program. The group 
knew this plan would work. 

My question is who has the power to 
make his or her acts legitimate? In the 


County of Berrien, the State of Michi¬ 
gan, the United States, that power is in¬ 
vested in the hands of the “haves” and it 
makes their acts legitimate. The 
“have-nots” must think about a world¬ 
wide boycott of Whirlpool products. 
WHEN DOES IT STOP? 

Please send badly needed tax-de¬ 
ductible donations for legal fees to: At¬ 
torney Tat Parish, c/o BANCO, 1940 
Union St. Benton Harbor, MI 4902. 
For information, call 269-925-0001. 

The following are excerpts from 
a letter to a newspaper by 
Gaurav Jashnani: 

I attended Rev. Pinkney’s hearing. 
Fox (a witness for the prosecution) 
claimed she took two groups of five ab¬ 
sentee voters into the City Clerk’s of¬ 
fice, where she stood over their 
shoulders and instructed that they mark 
“yes’” for the recall. Yet, the previous 
witness, Deputy Clerk Kimberly 
Thompson, testified that no absentee 
voters were present in groups that day. 

After Fox said that she could not re¬ 
member anyone by name, the Assistant 
Prosecutor fed her names for her to sin¬ 
gle out individuals paid to vote. She 
contradicted herself while describing 
details about why Rev. Pinkney alleged¬ 
ly paid her. 

Fox was only one of many witnesses 
lacking credibility. One witness admit¬ 
ted to regular cocaine use. Another has 
a son who recently faced charges after a 
drug raid at her house. Since she has be¬ 
come a witness for Rev. Pinkney’s pros¬ 
ecution, her son’s charges have been 
mysteriously reduced to a violation of 
probation. 

Allegations have been made (and an 
affidavit signed) that the police are ap¬ 
plying pressure in exchange for exag¬ 
gerated or false testimony. It seems that 
a lot of powerful people have an interest 
in locking up Rev. Pinkney. 

Editors Note: As we go to press, 
Rev. Pinkney has been bound over to 
trial. “Gov. Jennifer Granholm ap¬ 
pointed the racist Judge Al 
Butzbaugh who ordered me to trial 
on the testimony of Brenda Fox, a 
known prostitute, crack head and 
liar. She is being paid. She said she 
took ten people to the Clerk's Office 
to vote absentee and they were paid 
five dollars to vote. Everyone knows 
you cannot vote absentee in the 
Clerk’s Office on election day. The 
Deputy Clerk told the Court you 
cannot vote absentee on election day. 
Also, Fox had signed an affidavit 
stating that Rev. Pinkney did not pay 
anyone to vote.This is the justice in 
Benton Harbor ; Michigan, ” said 
Rev. Pinkney. 
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